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Rav Avigdor Miller On
The Proof is in the Fruit
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	QUESTION: Can you prove clearly that there is a G-d? 
	ANSWER: Now that’s a question that I like to hear. I’m going to prove it clearly right now to you. And I won’t charge extra for it. Now, some of our people here are veterans, but bear with me for the benefit of the newcomers.
	One night I slept in the country. And outside my window there was a wild cherry tree. Now, for months the wild cherries had been available only to birds. If you couldn’t fly or you didn’t want to climb the tree you couldn’t get them. But that night, all night long, I could hear the pit-pat of falling cherries. Pit pat, they were falling on the lawn. Pit-pat, pit-pat, all night long they were falling. 
	And I was thinking, “Why all of a sudden are they coming down? The cherry was holding on tightly all the spring months. What makes it come loose and come down?”
	If you study a little bit of botany, you know that a fruit doesn’t fall by accident. Because if so, why doesn’t it fall by accident at the beginning of the season? It first has to become ripe – it has to become sweet. And then, at the same time, it has to acquire a pleasant color. And only then, certain cells start developing in the stem – where the stem is connected to the twig of the tree certain abscission cells develop. And it is these cells that cause the fruit to fall.
	So the question is, why is it that when the fruit is still unripe it doesn’t fall down? That’s a question that we have to face – and don’t try to dodge that question because it’s a question that is of the utmost consequence: Why does the fruit let go only when it’s ripe? You’re not talking here about a random hurricane that comes and blows down unripe, green fruits. Why does the fruit fall only when it’s ripe? Every time!
	And the answer is that we couldn’t get up to it otherwise. The tree knows you don’t have wings. The main eaters, the most important eaters of the fruit, don’t have wings. And that’s why the tree lets go when the food is ripe.

Why is the Fruit Always Green Before it is Ripe
	Now, pay attention to something else. Why is it that before the fruit is ripe, that it’s always green? All unripe fruit are green. Whether the fruit eventually becomes bright yellow like a banana or an orange, or beautiful purple like grapes, or bright red like apples – whatever happens – but before it’s ripe it’s always green. Why is that?
	There’s only one answer. Because you have to understand – why isn’t it another color? Why isn’t it bright yellow when it’s unripe? Why isn’t it bright red when it’s unripe? All over the world wherever you go, you won’t find a single fruit that when it’s unripe it should be any color but green. You know why? Because green is the color of the leaves. 
	The fruit is hiding among the leaves. When it’s unripe the fruit is saying, “Don’t look at me – I’m not old enough yet.” And it doesn’t fall down. It’s holding on tight because it’s not fit to eat yet. Even if you shake the tree, it wouldn’t come down.  Maybe one might fall – a sick fruit. But all the healthy fruit hold on tight.
	It’s only when the fruit becomes ripe, then it acquires an attractive color. Then it says, “Look at me.” And so, when you look at the tree, you’re look at a miracle! Who hung all those beautiful and luscious fruit on the tree? And they’re packaged in such gay colors!

Stunned by the Sight of a Tree Full of Apples
	Now, if you never saw an apple tree before – I was a city boy and the first time I saw an apple tree full of apples it was an apparition to me. A tree with apples on it?! I had never seen apples before except in a basket. Apples hanging on the tree! And they’re all brightly colored! And you give the tree a little shake and they start tumbling down.
	The question now is why is it that this series of adjustments took place? That the apple, all the fruits, when they’re unripe, they’re all green. Do you think that happens by accident? Do you think it’s a coincidence that green is also the color of the leaves? It happens by accident that the fruits can hide among the leaves? And why is it that when a fruit is ripe – and only then – does it acquire a conspicuous color. By accident, apples become red? By accident bananas become very yellow? By accident, grapes become red or purple? And why is it that when they’re ripe, they’re ready to come down?
	And you want some more? Why is it that when you’re finished eating the apple, you come to the inside there’s an area that’s hard to eat, and you’re discouraged from eating it? That’s the ovary – it’s where the seeds are. Because the ovary has in it plastic pieces in order to protect the seeds. If you try to swallow it, it sticks in your throat; it sticks in your gums. It’s inedible. You can’t eat that plastic. 	So why is it that when you walk sometimes in the morning and last night there were gangs roaming the street – boys and girls eating apples – you see apple cores scattered everywhere? And had it not been a paved street, but an earthen field, it would have taken root eventually.  What is it that makes people spare the seeds and spit it out for next year’s planting?

The Coupon Entitling You to Another Free Box
	It’s like eating a box of cereal and when you get down to the bottom of the box, there’s a coupon there entitling you to another free box. That’s why you spit out the seeds – and that’s what you do, you spit out the seeds – you always spit out the seeds. If you don’t spit out the seeds, they’ll spit themselves out. Try and eat a piece of watermelon, and the seeds shoot out in all directions. They’re made slippery for that purpose.
	Now the question is: Why is it that you have seeds in the apples? Why is it that there are seeds in every living thing? And what is a seed? That’s also a question – a little question. A seed has within it 100,000 details, all the blueprints for a new apple tree. It’s the chromosomes of the seed, telling it how to make another apple tree; how to produce leaves, and how to produce sap and bark and flowers – all kinds of flowers – and how to produce more apples, more apples with more seeds inside them. 

The Incredible Blueprint of the Seed
	All of these plans are in the blueprint of the seed! So the question is: How is that possible? And therefore if you look at a red apple it’s enough proof for you. It’s enough proof for anybody. Nobody can dispute this proof that there’s a Creator with an intelligence that is far beyond the ability of all the scientists put together to even begin to fathom.

Reprinted from the February 9, 2020 email of Toras Avigdor adapted from Tape #116 (April 1976).


The Shmuz on Parshas Mishpatim
Forces of the Upper World
By Rabbi Bentzion Shafier
Founder of TheSmuz.com
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“You shall not allow a sorceress to live.” — Shemos 22:17

	The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the mitzvah to destroy sorcerers is based on the foundation that HASHEM created a perfect world. Everything in this world has a plan and a purpose, and everything is in exact balance. To maintain a perfect physical world, HASHEM created a spiritual world to guide it. 
	From the stars and planets, down to the trees and grass, behind every physical entity is a spiritual counterpart that is responsible for its existence. Chazal tell us, “No blade of grass grows without an angel guiding it” (Bereishis Rabbah 10:6).
	HASHEM forbade sorcery because it throws off the balance of the upper world, thereby throwing the physical world into imbalance, too. 
	This Sefer HaChinuch is far removed from our experience and is difficult to relate to. A way to better understand it is to focus on an example from medical history. 
Childbed Fever
	In 1846, the young physician, Ignac Semmelweis, was appointed the head of obstetrics of the Vienna General Hospital. He was soon confronted with a very troubling issue. 
	The hospitals had two wards where women gave birth. One was a regular ward of the hospital, attended by physicians schooled in the most modern medical techniques of the times. The other was a charity ward, serviced by women trained to act as midwives. The strange thing was that expectant women would do everything in their power to be admitted to the charity ward instead of the regular one. The patient death rate was ten times greater in the regular ward.  
	Semmelweis was dumfounded. He could find no reason for the increased death rate. He researched everything: the procedure in the delivery room, the laundry used to wrap the babies, and the air circulation. He spent months visiting other hospitals. He read everything available in the literature of the day. There was no explanation until finally one day, it dawned on him.
	In those days, the only way to do meaningful research was on cadavers. Semmelweis would begin each day at the morgue, dissecting the bodies of women who had died in childbirth. He would then go directly to aid in delivering babies. And he would do so without washing his hands or wearing gloves. This was the 1850’s; germ theory hadn’t been discovered yet. 
	 “Perhaps,” he thought to himself, “there is something that I am carrying from the corpses to the young mothers, and that is causing the outbreak of childbed fever.” He then instituted a policy that every doctor had to vigorously wash his hands in a solution of lime and chlorine before touching a patient. Within days, the outbreak of childbed fever decreased. Within weeks, the death rate was half of that on the charity ward. 
	What Semmelweis discovered was that he had been carrying invisible entities that couldn’t be seen by the naked eye, and these were responsible for the death of his patients. Sadly, not only didn’t he become a hero for making this discovery, he was mocked. No one believed him. “Impossible,” they said. “Something that can’t be seen is responsible for killing people? Nonsense!” And it wasn’t until decades later that germ theory became accepted in medical circles. 
	Mankind was beginning to discover a whole new world. Humans cannot see it unaided, but it is a world as real as bricks and mortar, and it has a profound impact on our lives. 

An Unseen World
	This example may help us better relate to what the Sefer HaChinuch is saying. We live in wondrous times when technological advances and scientific knowledge abound. We enjoy an understanding of the physical world that previous generations couldn’t imagine. And in that sense, modern man is advanced. There is, however, an entire other world that modern man is unaware of. 
	When we look at a complex and vast ecosystem, we are seeing but the tip of the iceberg. As massive as the ecosystem may be, the upper worlds that guide it are far more intricate. Each physical entity has a conscious guiding force that directs and supervises it, and all these forces, the beings of the upper world, live in harmony and peace. Each has its set of directives and its mission, and each recognizes HASHEM, knowing its place in the cosmos. 
	HASHEM placed this world at man’s disposal. In a real sense, man is the steward of Creation. He was assigned the task of building this world and nurturing it: planting seeds to grow his daily bread, harnessing forces of nature to better his life, and using this world as a tool to serve his Creator. 
	HASHEM gave man dramatic power. When he takes a branch from one tree and grafts it to another, he brings about a new fruit. To the uneducated eye, all that he has done is created a palmetto. But to someone who sees the upper worlds, man has mixed spiritual forces and created turbulence in Creation. 
	The Torah warns us against sha’atnez — breeding different species of animal, wearing certain combinations of fabric, and grafting different types of fruit — because HASHEM created a perfect world that lacks nothing and needs no improvement. When man thinks that he is bettering Creation, he is arrogantly assuming that HASHEM needs his help, but he is missing the complexity and depth of what guides this world. 
	So, too, HASHEM gave man power to directly manipulate the upper world, but forbade him to use that power because it throws the physical world that depends on it out of balance. When man engages in sorcery, he disrupts the balance of Creation and convolutes the fine symmetry of the upper worlds. The Torah forbids black magic because it muddles up the underpinnings of a perfect world. 
	This mitzvah has a very practical message. 
	One of the reasons it is difficult for us to recognize the ramifications of our actions is because we perceive this world only in concrete terms. We aren’t attuned to the spiritual world behind it. When we focus on forces beyond our experiences, we come to recognize how much HASHEM put into our control, and we begin to understand the gravity of our actions. 
	HASHEM created a world in exact balance and put us in the position to use it. When we use this world properly, we are elevated, fulfilling our purpose in Creation, and the world itself is uplifted, fulfilling its purpose in Creation. 

Reprinted from this week’s website on TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
The Importance of
Even the Borrower
From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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	This week's Torah reading, Mishpatim, delineates the four categories of guardianship:
	An unpaid keeper -- one who serves as trustee for another person's property and does not receive payment;
	A paid keeper -- one who is remunerated for his guardianship;
	One who "rents" the use of another person's possessions; and
	A borrower -- a person who uses someone else's belongings without paying for the privilege.
	The seventeenth-century Sage, known as the "Shaloh," explained that these four categories of guardianship correspond to the four different types of Jews who serve G-d, as every Jew is charged with "guarding" G-d's universe through the observance of Torah and mitzvot.
	The first and highest level of this charge is the "unpaid keeper."
	This refers to a person whose focus is entirely on guarding the owner's property, without consideration for his own benefit.
	A person in this category serves G-d with the utmost dedication and devotion, for his sole aim is to serve his Master, unmindful of the reward his actions will bring.
	Maimonides refers to this type of person as "one who serves G-d out of love...and not because of any other consideration...not in order to accrue benefit, but one who does the true thing because it is true."
	The second level of guardianship is the "paid keeper."
	This person also devotes himself to safeguarding the owner's possessions, but expects to be paid for his labors.
	This category refers to a Jew who serves G-d with genuine vitality and enthusiasm, at the same time anticipating that he will be rewarded for his observance of Torah and mitzvot.
	The third level of guardianship is one who pays for the use of the owner's property.
	For this person, the enjoyment he derives from the object is his main goal, yet he feels compelled to recompense the owner for granting him the privilege.
	In the spiritual sense, this refers to a person whose principle desire is to enjoy the pleasures of this world, all the while cognizant that it is G-d Who is allowing him to do so. This type of Jew serves G-d solely out of a sense of obligation and duty.
	The lowest level of guardianship is that of the "borrower."
	This person is only interested in his own gratification, and does not even feel the need to compensate the one who has lent him the object.
	In terms of our G-dly service, this refers to one who delights in the pleasures of this world without even thinking of "paying" G-d back for His beneficence.
	Yet even the "borrower" is considered a guardian, for he too observes Torah and mitzvot, albeit without perceiving the connection between his service of G-d and the blessing he receives from Above.
	This person is convinced that all of the goodness and bounty in his life has been granted to him simply because he is deserving!
	What is the point in a mitzva done for personal considerations?
	Our Sages explain: "A person should always busy himself in the observance of Torah and mitzvot, even when it is not for its own sake." For we are assured that from the wrong considerations, one will come to observe for the right reasons. Every Jew is promised that ultimately, he will perfect his service of G-d, achieving the level of the "unpaid keeper."

Reprinted from the Issue #353 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Mishpatim 5755/1994)


Rabbi Berel Wein
On Parashas Mishpatim
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	What I find most striking about this very detailed, mainly legal and technical parsha of the Torah, is the brutal acknowledgement it makes of human nature and its weaknesses. One would think that after the exalted moment when the people of Israel accepted  the Torah at Mount Sinai,  when humankind finally achieved its highest moral and intellectual level, that the Torah would no longer find it necessary to burden us with laws, details and rules regarding murder, theft, damages, law suits and sexual misconduct.
	We should have been led to believe that we are past all that. We are a kingdom of priests and a very holy congregation. Yet, immediately after the lofty description of granting the Torah to Israel at Sinai, it follows immediately with a legal penal code that is based on the worst behavior and attitudes of human beings. 	The Torah harbors no illusions about human nature. It proclaims to us, at the very beginning of its teachings in Genesis, that the nature and desire of humans is evil from the very first moments of life. In fact, the Torah poses the challenge to overcome the struggle against our own evil impulses and base desires. The Torah was granted to us to serve as a handbook, to instruct us how this is to be accomplished. But the Torah never promised us that this struggle would ever disappear from our human existence.
	There are other faiths, social ideas and programs that are based on the idea that human nature can be altered and changed by fiat, legislation, persuasion and, if necessary, even by coercion. 
	Perhaps human behavior can indeed be so controlled, but it cannot be manipulated. It contains many attributes, but It certainly is never to be viewed as being wholly negative in its attitudes and desires. Human nature desires freedom of mind, body and society. It is optimistic and forward looking. it desires continuity of family and nationhood, and it pursues love and well-being.
	Human nature desires structure and has a real appreciation of the fleeting gift of time. All these facets of human nature are also exhibited in the rules and laws promulgated in this week’s Torah reading. The Torah teaches us that there is no escape from human nature but that the good in our nature – which Lincoln called “our better angels,” can make us into the holy people envisioned for us at Sinai.
	Part of the nature within us is our longing for immortality and a connection with what is eternal. The laws and rules that appear in this week’s Torah reading are meant to help foster that drive for eternity. Jews view these laws and rules as acomplementary companion to the Ten Commandments of Sinai and the guidebook for Jewish life and society throughout all the ages of our existence.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbiwein.com

Thoughts for Parashat Mishpatim
You shall not afflict any widow or orphan (Exodus 22:21)
	Whenever Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev reached this verse he would cry out. "Master of the Universe! You instructed us in Your holy Torah to be kind to widows and orphans, and yet we are like orphans in this bitter exile! You must therefore take us out of this galut at once!"
Reprinted from the Issue #353 of L’Chaim Weekly (Parashat Mishpatim 5755/1994)
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Every Job is a “Second Job”
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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	Parashat Mishpatim begins with the law of the “Ebed Ibri,” or indentured servant.  The situation of “Ebed Ibri” is one where a thief is caught but does not have the means of paying back what he stole. In order to pay what he owes, the thief would sell himself as a servant and work for six years, after which time he would be released.
	The Torah introduces this topic by writing, “Ki Tikneh Ebed Ibri” – “When you purchase a Hebrew servant…” One Rabbi raised the question of why the Torah refers to the servant as an “Ebed” already at this point, at the time of the transaction.  Seemingly, he does not become an “Ebed” until after he sells himself; at the time of the purchase, he is still a free man.  Yet, the Torah refers to him as an “Ebed” from the outset.
	The explanation is that the Torah here alludes to the fact that even before a person is purchased as a servant, he is already a servant – to the one, true Master over the world. The Torah wishes to impress upon the master, first and foremost, that the person whom he brings into his service is already in the service of G-d.
	As such, he is limited with regard to the responsibilities and tasks he may impose upon the servant. He is not allowed to force the servant to perform any job that entails violating the Torah, because the servant’s subservience to G-d precedes his subservience to his human master.
	This point is very relevant even nowadays, when the institution of “Ebed Ibri” does not apply. When a person hires a Jewish employee, he must remember that the employee is already committed to another “Employer.”  By definition, any job a Jew takes on is a “second job.” Our first responsibility and obligation is to the Almighty. As such, employers must ensure to avoid assigning their employees tasks that entail any violation of Halacha.
	We should be proud of the many businesses in our community that strictly adhere to this policy. Baruch Hashem, many businessmen in our community give their employees off on Shabbat, Yom Tob, Hol Ha’mo’ed and Purim, and are also careful not to force their workers to do anything dishonest. 
	They understand that regardless of an employee’s salary, his first and most important obligation is to G-d, well before any professional responsibilities that he assumes. Even before the contract is signed, the worker is already contracted by his Creator, to whom he is bound at each moment of his life and whose laws must always take precedence over his employer’s wishes.

Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmond J Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.

Keeping Kosher In…Antarctica
Written by Leibel Baumgarten
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	“Paging passenger Daniel Eleff, please report to the police department in the main terminal immediately.” Eleff, more widely known in the Jewish world as “Dan” from his famed travel and deals site, dansdeals.com, began sweating profusely.
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Daniel Eleff and Moishie Hersko


	Together with Moishie Hersko of Kosher Horizons, Dan was leading a 51-person expedition on a cruise to Antarctica. The cruise would leave from the port in Ushuaia, Argentina, the southernmost tip of South America, which has highly restrictive rules about the food allowed to be brought in – no fruit, vegetables, or red meat. 
	When checking in, however, airline officials informed Dan that no matter what rules were stated on the official website, they would not allow any food at all on the flight to Ushuaia. After moving the food to a different passenger’s bag who checked in without incident, they figured they were in the clear.
	But then came the ominous page.
	The group was to be in Ushuaia overnight before boarding the cruise ship. The trip cost hundreds of thousands of dollars and had been two years in the making. Starting off without food for the first day would be a disaster.  Nervously, Dan made his way from the gate area to a restricted security area where he was sternly informed that the milk in his suitcase would be confiscated.
	Though inconvenienced, Dan breathed a sigh of relief that the rest of the food was safe, and thusly the trip kicked off in Ushuaia on the last night of Chanukah where the group lit the candles while enjoying latkes and applesauce.
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Special cruise ship to Antarctica on the One Ocean Expedition

	Antarctica had long been a bucket list destination for Dan and Moishie, but always seemed out of reach, even for these seasoned travelers. Dan has seen the volcanoes in Hawaii, enjoyed over-the-water bungalows in the Maldives, and snorkeled with the jellyfish in Palau, while Moishie has led photography trips chasing auroras in Iceland, polar bears in Svalbard, and photo journaling Havana, Cuba. But the logistics of keeping kosher in Antarctica were altogether different.
	The only way for Shabbat observant Jews to see Antarctica is by cruise line, and passengers are not allowed to bring their own food and are certainly not able to use kitchen space and equipment to cook, reheat or refrigerate food. Realizing that the only way it could be done was with a large enough group that a cruise line would facilitate kosher catering, Moishie sent Dan a message asking what he thought about leading a kosher cruise to Antarctica. Within seconds, Dan was emphatically on board.
	Still, putting the trip together was a daunting challenge. They’d have to find a willing cruise line, navigate an almost endless list of halachic challenges – when does Shabbat start or end in a place where the sun doesn’t set? – find a caterer, and sign up enough passengers willing to spend thousands of dollars on the once-in-a-lifetime adventure.
	In the two years spent planning the trip, only one cruise was scheduled to depart and return to Ushuaia on a schedule that would allow for keeping Shabbat. Luckily, that cruise was willing to host a kosher group, and the project was underway!
	Kosher cruising presents a very unique set of kashrus challenges, including kitchens and dining rooms on separate floors of the ship. With so many passengers, kitchens and dining areas, it is very difficult to ensure that ingredients and utensils are not inadvertently mixed up. The organizers felt that cooking in a shared kosher and non-kosher kitchen would prove to be too problematic and sought out a caterer to pre-cook and freeze gourmet meals worthy of the trip’s price tag.
	They likely didn’t realize how prescient that thought was. In December of 1998 a tour operator arranged a kosher cruise to Antarctica by way of Cape Town. They enlisted kosher supervision, and my father, Rabbi Yossi Baumgarten, Principal Rabbinic Supervisor for more than thirty years, served as the mashgiach. The trip was fraught with kashrut challenges. For one, after receiving assurances that there would be a separate kosher bakery oven, it turned out one level of the eight tier oven was designated for kosher use, which was completely unsuitable for kosher baking.
	The ship’s home port was Canada, and so for practicality’s sake they needed a Canadian caterer. Highly recommended, Dan reached out to a Montreal based caterer, Shua, with the message, “How adventurous are you?”
	“Shua thought of everything,” said Dan. “Besides for fantastic food, the little things really enhanced the experience, like mini dairy chocolates for the Chanukah party.”
	The food was prepared in the caterer’s kosher kitchen, and on the cruise a friend of Dan and Moishie, was enlisted as a fulltime kosher supervisor.
	“Before the trip, I sat down with my personal Rabbi, who is an expert on kosher supervision. He went through everything I would have to look out for and the various challenges that could crop up.”

	The kosher group was given brand new cutlery and crockery for the trip, as well as a separate kitchen and dedicated crew members for service and cleaning. Even so, on a ship out in the South Atlantic, there aren’t many options, if any, for an emergency contingency plan. While a kosher coffee station would usually make do with disposable spoons and coffee stirrers as it is used after passengers have eaten meat or dairy, the eco-friendly ship did not carry disposables at all.
	When the cruise was set to depart, there was a fuel shortage in Ushuaia which sent cruise lines scrambling for solutions. The captain opted to divert to the Falkland Islands. While some passengers fretted over losing time in Antarctica, the diversion proved fortuitous for the kosher group, as the mashgiach was able to go shopping for disposable spoons and other kosher food and supplies, and passenger Levi Benjaminson printed a Tanya while on the ground.
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	Another issue could have been running out of supplies, but thankfully the only occurrence of that was margarine, which left the mashgiach emptying dozens of single serving margarine packets until he had scooped out enough for the meal.
The group was made up of observant Jews of every stripe; Chabad, Gur, Bobov, Skver, Satmar, Yeshivish, Yekkish, Modern Orthodox and others. “Shabbos in Antarctica was one of the most beautiful in my life,” says Moishie. “As we began the Shabbat prayers, a light snow began to fall. The juxtaposition of praying of all kinds of Jews and looking out to see stunning glaciers in their splendid grandeur was breathtaking.”
	Keeping Shabbos on the cruise had numerous challenges. How does one light Shabbat candles in a flame-free environment? The passengers used electric incandescent candles, and the organizers would neither confirm nor deny that one of the women on board lit candles in her room on behalf of the other passengers.
	On the 1998 cruise they couldn’t rely on electric candles for Chanukah. The captain allowed for menorahs to be kindled on the deck for a maximum of 30 minutes but assigned no fewer than four crew members to stand guard with fire extinguishers at the ready. “There were about 40 passengers on the kosher cruise,” said Rabbi Baumgarten. “But for the menorah lighting we had 500 people join us, a number of whom were Jewish but not part of the kosher cruise.”
	The 2018 cruise also sought out Jewish passengers who weren’t in the kosher group, putting on Tefillin with some of the men, including the cruise line owner who is Jewish and was on board. Former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper was on the cruise and was glad to meet the kosher contingent and proudly wore the cruise yarmulke he was given as a gift.
	Though it took two years to arrange and the challenges were numerous, including a 25 hour fast on the 10th of Tevet while passing through the infamous Drake Passage, one of the roughest stretches of ocean in the world, by all accounts, the trip exceeded expectations.
	“Somewhere along the way, a group of strangers became a family,” said passenger L. E. Nizhnikov. “I could write hundreds of pages about the untamed wilderness we explored and the wonders we encountered. The true beauty of this journey, however, was in the holiness and unity that our group brought to every port of call.”
	Editor’s Note: It is extremely difficult to certify a cruise ship that is not completely dedicated to kosher. There are numerous kitchens and dining rooms and very little space is reserved for the kosher preparations. The limited supplies and busy dining rooms make it very difficult to prevent mixups and devise new plans.

Reprinted from the Chanukah 5780 edition of Kosher Spirit, a publication of OK Kosher Certification.
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